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   2022 RSHS CONVENTION  
   EASTON, PENNSYLVANIA - Part 2 
 
We continue our review of the Society’s 2022 annual meeting in this issue of the Bulletin 
 
Eastbound Norfolk Southern is on trackage of the former Central Railroad of New Jersey at 
Easton, PA. Three rail bridges once crossed the Delaware River from Easton to Phillipsburg. Only 
the former CNJ and L&HR bridges are in use. A bit of the abandoned Delaware Canal can be 
seen here below the bridge. (The Morris Canal is downriver on the NJ side of the Delaware). 
Behind the CNJ bridge is the Lehigh Valley RR bridge, and in the upper right the camera lens 
caught a snip of the former Lehigh & Hudson River Ry. bridge. The freight train is east bound 
and is about to cross the Delaware River a few hundred feet ahead. August 18, 2022. Unless 
otherwise noted, all photos in this issue of the Bulletin were taken by John C. Dahl. 

   
The second day of the tour mainly focused on structures of the Reading Lines, which along with 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, not surprisingly dominated much of the transportation scene in the 
Philadelphia metropolitan area from the mid-19th thru mid-20th centuries. Reading acquired 
numerous small lines and incorporated them into a spider web of routes throughout eastern 
Pennsylvania. A review of a company map from the turn of the 20th century is a fascinating 
exercise for the rail historian.  
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Raubsville, PA –One of only a handful of remaining structures is the former coal-fired 
powerhouse from the Doylestown & Easton, an electric trolley. The D&E lasted barely a 
generation from its 1901 founding, closing Thanksgiving Day 1926. August 18, 2022.  

 
Easton, PA –The Lehigh Valley RR replaced its Easton passenger facility in 1925-26. Included 
were also a freight station and Railway Express Agency. The limited space forced the compact 
layout with the mainline tracks which are still in use above the station. Platforms, baggage 
elevators and stairwell access have all been removed or sealed off.   August 18, 2022. 
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Wanamaker, PA – Built by the Reading & Lehigh in 1879, this was one of the multitude of 
branch lines of the greater Reading Railroad in its glory years. Still in its original location, it now 
is a stop on tourist railway Wanamaker, Kempton & Southern. August 19, 2022. 

 

Wanamaker, PA –This is our group photo of the Easton meeting.  Smile! August 19, 2022 
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Kempton, PA –Originally the Joanna, PA station, it was moved in 1963 for the tourist operation. 
It was built about 1886 by the Wilmington & Northern RR. August 19, 2022. 

 

Kempton, PA – Serving as the gift shop for the tourist operation today, this depot was originally 
located at West Catasaqua, PA. Built in 1896 for the Catasaqua & Fogelsville. August 19, 2022. 
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Kutztown, PA –Dating to 1869 and constructed by the Allentown & Auburn, a subsidiary of the 
Philadelphia & Reading. A tourist line here operates occasional excursion trains on the short 
branch line. It connects to the Norfolk Southern (Reading) main at Topton, PA. August 19, 2022. 

 

This issue of The Bulletin was prepared by assistant Editor, John Dahl, with the assistance of Ted Xakellis. PDF 
copies of the Bulletin are available by contacting Jim Dent. 
 
The Bulletin of the Railroad Station Historical Society, Inc. is published six times a year.  The Editor’s position is currently vacant. 
Asst. Editors, John C. Dahl, jcdahl@twc.com and Ted Xakellis, theodorexakellis@juno.com, James Dent, Business Manager 26 
Thackeray Rd., Oakland, NJ 07436-3312 212-818-8085 jdent1@optonline.net   Membership is from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31.  SEND ALL 
ADDRESS CHANGES AND DUES TO THE BUSINESS MANAGER..  RSHS web site: www.rrshs.org/  Board of Directors RSHS: Norbert 
Shacklette  (emeritus); James Dent, 26 Thackeray Rd, Oakland, NJ 07436-3312 (finance); Andy White , 6240 Bright Plume, 
Columbia, MD 21044-3791  (conventions); Mark J. Camp, Dept of  Env. Sci., Univ. of Toledo, Toledo, OH 43606 419-530-2398 
m.camp@utoledo.edu (Website and Archives).  Dues: $15.00 for US, $20.00 Canada and $25.00 Foreign (Please remit US 
funds). 

mailto:jcdahl@twc.com
mailto:theodorexakellis@juno.com
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Topton, PA – Philadelphia & Reading constructed this depot in 1884, and today it serves as a 
small café. The double track mainline in the foreground sees dozens of Norfolk Southern freight 
trains each day. August 19, 2022. 

 

Topton, PA – Street side view. A small herb garden for the restaurant’s chef is in the raised bed 
area outside.   August 19, 2022.  
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Mertztown, PA –Another Philadelphia & Reading station, this building dates to 1895. Tracks are 
the former Reading Railroad mainline we have been following, running between New Jersey 
and Harrisburg, PA. August 19, 2022  

 

Mertztown, PA – The line was opened in 1859. The building today is used for storage by the 
adjacent Atlas Minerals & Chemicals.  
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Macungie, PA – Our lunch stop included a former depot site, now a public garden and picnic 
shelter along the mainline. An NS freight highballs eastbound.  August 19, 2022 

 

Macungie, PA – Westbound, the train is passing what is left of the abandoned Tyler Pipe factory 
site, a sad legacy of the former heavily-industrialized greater Lehigh Valley area. August 19, 
2022 



89 

 

 

 
East Greenville, PA – The Perkiomen Railroad constructed a line between Emmaus and 
Perkiomenville which opened in 1875. Acquired by the Reading Railroad, it became a secondary 
route. This is a replacement station, built in 1920 when there was passenger service. Today the 
track is operated by the East Penn RR. August 19, 2022.  
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Pennsburg, PA – This classic 1914 depot is located a mile south on the same Perkiomen branch. 
Passenger service ended in 1955. August 19, 2022.  
 

 
Pennsburg, PA.  August 19, 2022. Diesel 1804 in the smart-looking attire of the East Penn RR 
awaits the call to duty. This unit was originally one of three EMD GP-18’s purchased by New 
York, Susquehanna & Western in 1962. These replaced Alco RS1’s in freight service. East Penn 
RR acquired them in 2010. August 19, 2022.   
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Quakertown, PA – This station of the old Reading Railroad is located on the Bethlehem branch, 
formerly North Pennsylvania RR. Constructed of beautiful cut stone in 1902, it is typical of the 
high quality passenger stations erected by the company when anthracite was king and the 
railroad was flush with cash. A local historical society occupies the structure today. August 19, 
2022 
 

 
Quakertown, PA – One of many interesting crossings we saw on our tour. The quintessential 
Pennsylvania Victorian architecture provides interesting backdrops. August 19, 2022. 
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Quakertown, PA – The substantial stone freight house of the Reading RR also dates to 1902. 
August 19, 2022. 
 

 
Quakertown, PA –This hand crank design crane is believed to be one of only two remaining built 
by Phoenix Steel in Phoenixville, PA. It and the passenger depot are on the National Register of 
Historic Places. August 19, 2022. 
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Perkasie, PA –Philadelphia & Reading erected this structure for passenger service in 1889. It 
appears to be semi-abandoned on account of several broken windows. August 19, 2022. 
 

 
Perkasie, PA – Trackside view. SEPTA discontinued passenger service to this station in July 1981. 
August 19, 2022. 
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Perkasie, PA – The freight station is of a simple Reading design.  A boxcar appears to be lodged 
in the weeds on the team track. Likely, it has not turned a wheel in many years. August 19, 
2022. 

 
Perkasie, PA – A classic wood frame shelter still stands opposite the passenger station, attesting 
to the high volume of passenger traffic once handled here. August 19, 2022. 
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Perkasie, PA – A station not on our original agenda, but a bonus is this stop of the former Lehigh 
Valley Transit Company, the Liberty Bell Route. A turning loop track once went around this 
station. The Perkasie Historical Society occupies the building today. August 19, 2022.  
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Sellersville, PA –Philadelphia & Reading built a new station in Sellersville in 1902, and today it is 
used for borough offices. Passenger service ended here in 1981. August 19, 2022.  

 
Sellersville, PA – Trackside view. August 19, 2022 
 
We will continue our coverage of the Society’s 2022 Easton, PA convention in the next Bulletin.  


