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   IN MEMORIAM, P.K. HANNAH 
 
By now most members and friends of the Railroad Station Historical Society have heard the sad 
and tragic news of the sudden, unexpected passing of long-time member and editor of the 
SocietyΩs Bulletin, Perrin Kent Hannah Jr. on October 27, 2022. άPKέ as he was called, had been 
enroute to the annual railroadiana show in Gaithersburg, MD when tragedy struck in a horrible 
road traffic accident. 
 
Born in Peoria, Illinois on April 22, 1948, he was the son of the late Perrin Kent Hannah Sr. and 
Ester Amelda Luse Hannah. PK was a career dispatcher for Burlington Northern Railroad and 
later BNSF after BN merged with the Santa Fe Railway (AT&SF). He followed the railroad to the 
Fort Worth, Texas area when BNSF consolidated its dispatching center, settling in Keller, Texas. 
His love of trains and travel kept him on the road for weeks out of the year attending railway 
historical society meetings and visiting many railroad stations across the United States and 
indeed the wider world as well.  
 
He was President of the National Association of Timetable Collectors and served for more than 
25 years as editor of its publication. He was a Director of our Society, and as noted served most 
recently as our editor for many years. He organized and assisted with several of our annual tour 
meetings. Remembered for his dry sense of humor and good nature, he had an irreplaceable 
knowledge of railways, their histories, routes, passenger trains and services and especially the 
railroad stations and other facilities along their lines. He was considered one of the foremost 
timetable collectors in the United States. PK is survived by his children Andrew B. Devlin and 
Morgan L. (Devlin) Moseng and one grandchild, Zoe Moseng. A memorial service will be held in 
Texas at a future date with burial in the family plot in Jefferson County, Kansas.  

 
     
 
PK Hannah at right on June 4, 2009 in 
Lindsborg, Kansas on RSHS Topeka 
convention. From left Keith (άChicoέ) 
Bednar, Andy White, Jack Dixon (now 
deceased).  Photo by Bill Sosnowski. 
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Remembering P.K. Hannah 
 
By: Bill Sosnowski  

 
I would like to make a few comments on one of the greatest railroad historians and a collector 
of transportation memorabilia paper that ever existed.  
 
Perrin Kent Hannah (everyone called him PK) was a very active collector and was President of 
the NAOTC (National Association of Timetable Collectors) and editor of άTHE COLLECTORέ, the 
organizationΩs quarterly publication. He was also on the board for the Railroad Station Historical 
Society and editor of the BULLETIN. Not only was he an editor, but he authored many articles 
for these publications. He belonged to many other railway historical groups such as PRRT&HS, 
CB&QHS, CMStP&PHS, GM&OHS to name a few. He actively participated in their events, 
seminars and shows. He travelled the US to railway historical shows and even to Great Britain, 
buying and selling timetables and other railroad papers. At some shows he could have from 15 
to 25 tables set up making him the flagship dealer of these events. He collected railroadiana, 
airline, steamship, transit and bus memorabilia, and automobile license plates. In short, he was 
the most dedicated person in this hobby. His love for the hobby was 100%.  
 
I first met PK in 1976 when I attended the NAOTC convention in Harrisburg, PA. We were both 
still working on the railroad then and I swapped Eastern US RR timetables and other papers for 
his Midwestern material. After that event we became good friends and in the future years we 
visited each other, traveled together, did shows together, and kept in close contact. PK had a 
personality that was unique, unlike any person I ever met. His social skills in my opinion were 
somewhat crude at times but comical and made it fun to be around him. As an example, when 
we as a group attended a railroadiana show and afterwards, we would often gather and go out 
to a restaurant for a good meal and libations. Upon seating, the waitress would come over to 
the table and before she could do anything, PK would say loudly, and made sure she heard him 
άSeparate checksέ! I really got a kick out of it and always looked forward to that when the 
group would gather to eat and drink. Oh yes, he did treat occasionally. Throughout the years 
with PK a lot of unique situations occurred which I will not elaborate on. For those stories, IΩd 
have to write a book! 
 
Now that PK is gone, I hope all the organizations he belonged to can regroup. PK was a true 
active participant in all respects, and it will be hard to άfill his shoesέ. He will be greatly missed. 
God only made one PK.  
 
 

PDF copies of the Bulletin are available by contacting Jim Dent. 
 
The Bulletin of the Railroad Station Historical Society, Inc. is published four times a year.  Editor, John C. Dahl, jcdahl@twc.com 
and Assistant Editor, Ted Xakellis, theodorexakellis@juno.com, James Dent, Business Manager 26 Thackeray Rd., Oakland, NJ 
07436-3312 212-818-8085 jdent1@optonline.net   Membership is from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31.  SEND ALL ADDRESS CHANGES AND 
DUES TO THE BUSINESS MANAGER..  RSHS web site: www.rrshs.org/  Board of Directors RSHS: Norbert Shacklette  (emeritus); 
James Dent, 26 Thackeray Rd, Oakland, NJ 07436-3312 (finance); Andy White , 6240 Bright Plume, Columbia, MD 21044-3791  
(conventions); Mark J. Camp, Dept of  Env. Sci., Univ. of Toledo, Toledo, OH 43606 419-530-2398 m.camp@utoledo.edu 
(website and archives), Fred High (director), 16912 SE 298th St., Kent, WA 98042.  Dues: $15.00 for US, $20.00 Canada and 
$25.00 Foreign (Please remit US funds). 
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  2022 RSHS CONVENTION  
  EASTON, PENNSYLVANIA - Part 3 
 
We conclude our review of the SocietyΩs 2022 annual meeting in this issue.  
Unless otherwise noted, all photos in the tour coverage were taken by John C. Dahl.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Telford, PA ς Philadelphia & Reading built this structure and the adjacent freight station in 1905 
to replace the old station lost in a fire two years earlier. August 19, 2022.  
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Souderton, PA ς In 1928 Reading replaced the former combination station with this passenger 
facility on both sides of the track and a separate freight house (next page). The main passenger 
station is occupied by a restaurant aptly named άNorthboundέ. August 19, 2022. 
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The freight station at Souderton has been modified trackside and is currently vacant. August 19, 
2022. 

 

Lansdale, PA ς Dating to 1902, this Reading Lines station was located at an important junction 
on the Bethlehem branch and currently is in use by SEPTA for Philadelphia commuter services.   
August 19, 2022  
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Lansdale, PA ς The ReadingΩs substantial stone freight station dating to a much earlier era may 
be redeveloped into an adjacent residential housing project. August 19, 2022. 

 

Bethlehem, PA ς We begin the third and final day of the tour with a look at the Lehigh Valley RR 
office building which overlooked its mainline, now hidden behind trees at right. August 20, 
2022. 
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Bethlehem, PA ς A Union station, this facility opened in 1924 and served both the Lehigh Valley 
RR and the Reading. LVRR service ended in 1961. Today St. LukeΩs Hospital has its offices in the 
former station. LVΩs mainline tracks and former platform areas were to the right, now obscured 
by landscaping. ReadingΩs tracks and platforms (now gone) were on the left. August 20, 2022. 

 

Bethlehem, PA ς The Central Railroad of New Jersey leased the Lehigh & Susquehanna in 1871. 
Passenger service to here began in 1868. This building opened in 1873. August 20, 2022. 
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Bethlehem, PA ς CNJ freight station. Note the former siding railheads nearly buried in the 
pavement.  August 20, 2022. 

 

East Allentown, PA ς Lehigh & New EnglandΩs freight station was built at the end of the 
Allentown branch. It closed in 1959 and has since been repurposed. Track is removed. August 
20, 2022.  
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Allentown, PA ς CNJΩs station was built in 1890 through subsidiary company Allentown Terminal 
Railroad.  Reading also used the facility. Additions to the structure were completed in 1915. It 
became a popular restaurant but unfortunately, urban decay has returned to the area, and the 
future of this gem is uncertain. The CNJ train άQueen of the Valleyέ calls no more. August 20, 
2022.  
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Northampton, PA ς CNJΩs classic railway architecture wood framed combination station today 
serves a local business for storage. August 20, 2022. 
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Northampton, PA ς The station at Siegfried served until the demise of passenger service in 
1952. Once a separate village, it was incorporated into Northampton in 1901 but retained its 
original name.  Today this station is a museum for the local historical society. August 20, 2022 

 

Nazareth, PA ς Built by the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western RR in 1903-04 on an important 
branch line. From this station were billed nearly all cement loads on the LackawannaΩs 
subsidiary Bangor & Portland. August 20, 2022. 
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Bangor, PA ς LackawannaΩs freight station in downtown Bangor, built in 1909. August 20, 2022.  
 

 
Bangor, PA ς Lehigh & New England completed their freight station in 1909.  August 20, 2022. 
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Bangor, PA ς Former trolley shops of the Bangor & Portland Traction Company have been 
repurposed into a restaurant which served as our lunch stop. August 20, 2022.   
 

 
Mt. Bethel, PA ς This station on the DL&WΩs old Bangor & Portland dates to 1878. It has been 
extensively remade into a private residence. August 20, 2022.  
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Mt. Bethel, PA ς A άpicture perfectέ location for a railfan photo runby scene; looking along the 
right of way opposite the road crossing near the depot. August 20, 2022 
 

 
Portland, PA ς An early style of station on the DL&W, this was located on the άOld Roadέ, the 
mainline before the construction of the New Jersey Cutoff. August 20, 2022. 
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Water Gap, PA ς The Delaware Water Gap is a natural passage formed by the Delaware River 
through the Pocono Mountains. The mainline of the DL&W followed the river here and utilized 
the gap. Architect Frank Nies designed this one-time showplace of the Lackawanna. Passenger 
service to the many resort hotels in the area was handled out of this depot. August 20, 2022. 
 

 
Restoration efforts are underway. Hints of elegance remain. August 20, 2022. 
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Water Gap, PA ς A unique rounded window bay was a part of the passenger waiting room. 
Perhaps one day, if passenger service gets restored between New York City (Hoboken) and 
Scranton across the New Jersey Cutoff, this station will shine again as a restored gem. August 
20, 2022 
 

 
East Stroudsburg, PA ς DL&WΩs station was nearly destroyed by a 2009 fire. It was moved 
across the tracks and restored through efforts of the local townΩs citizens. August 20, 2022. 
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East Stroudsburg, PA ς A typical DL&W design interlocking tower, built in 1908. It has been 
restored as a local museum. The relocated station is seen behind the tower.  August 20, 2022. 
 

 
East Stroudsburg, PA ς A bonus structure, not listed in the tour guide, is the former engine 
house of the Delaware Valley Railway Co. which operated 1901-1937. August 20, 2022. 
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Stroudsburg, PA ς The New York, Susquehanna & Western station has been moved about a 
quarter mile from its original location and repurposed as a thrift shop. Subsidiary Wilkes Barre 
& Eastern crafted the building using typical railroad style wood framing with board and batten 
siding. The exact year of construction is not certain, some sources say 1882, others 1888. 
August 20, 2022.  

 
 
This stop concluded the SocietyΩs 2022 Easton, PA convention. Many thanks to Bill Sosnowski 
and Jim Dent for arranging the very enjoyable tours.  


