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STATIONSNDOTHER STRUIRES
OF THE LEHIGMALLEY RR

Part 10UpstateNew YorkBranches; TheAuburn Division 1

Auburn, NY, situated between Rochester and Syradusiewell south of the New York Centtah
Water Level Route nialine, was the headquarters for the Auburn Divisiof the Lehigh Valley
Railroad Encompassing about 430 route miles in total, the division was a collection of lines
mostly acquired from prexisting railroads. Thieranch linedVRRuilt or acquied in
Pennsylvania were typically related to anthraated other mineral mining. In New York State,
the lines traversed a bucolarea of small towngplling hlls withdairy farms andomesmalt
scalemanufacturing Auburn itself was home teeveralmanufacturing facilitiesncluding what
wasonceadivisionof Alco (American Locomotive Compattyat made deselenginesfor

marine and other usag&lew York Centr&@Wuburn Roafbranchwhich also served the ciig
still in use today by the Finger Lakes Railway.

The lines wre acquiredas the railroad exparatl westand northtowards itsultimate goals of
Buffalo and the Canadian gateway at Suspension Bridyist north of Niagardralls Each of
the branchlines ha a rich and diverse histarg JohnC. Dahl, January 2023

Lehigh Valley Station, Auburn, N, Y.




Historical Sketch of the Awrn Division

Severakxcellent eferencebooks are available with detailethformation about the L@ Auburn
Division.

The Gangly Country Cousin, HerberTkice,Dewitt HistoricalSociety of TompkinsCounty,
Ithaca NY2004

Lehigh Valley Memories, Bid Marcham Dewitt HistoricalSociety of TompkinsCounty, Ithacg
NY1998

The Ups & Downs of a Rural Line, Elmira, Cortland & Northern RR, DaviduMaktistory
Center of Tompkins Countighaca, NY 2009

Lehigh Valley
Railroad
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Map excerptlLehigh \ley RR piblic timetable March 17, 198

The division can be broken dowrtarits historic canponents The northsouth route from
Sayre to Auburand beyond to North FaHaven, a porton Lake Ontaripstarted life as the
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Historical Sketch continued

SouthernCentral RailroadThe coal dockstaNorth Fair Havemere seenat one time with great
potential, especiajyl during the heady yeasd the mid 189@whenthe Reading RR controlled
the Lehigh ValleyReading was interested in establishing a near monopolgsomuch of the
lucrative coal tréfic flowing north out of Pengylvaniait could get its hands on.

Justa few months after the close of the Civil War September 1865 convention held in
Auburn culminateda nearlythree-decadeeffort to construct a railwg from Lale Ontario to the
Southern Tier of New Yark would take another few years before any rails would be laid.
Surveydo locate theroute, acquiring rights of previously chared but unbuilt linesdebates
about whatrail gaugeto useand sluggish sales of sfosubscriptionsdoggedearly efforts The
SouternTier at that point irtime was dominated by the Erie Railroadhichutilized asixfoot-
wide gauge influendngthe railroad investment communityThe New York Staleegislature
enacteda town bondinglawin 1866 to help spur constructiasf the Southern Central(Town
bonding wouldalsolead to thebuilding ofthe New York & Oswego Midid, later known as the
New York, Ontari& Western,and someother railroads.)n the momentous yearl869 railroad
fever seemedto break outeverywhere in New York&e. Perhaps theompletion of the
transcontinentalrailroadon May D, 1869urged this onward.

From Sayre the line headed noeaisterly towards Owego and then ran northward through the
beautiful valleysof central Nev York Stateskirting along the edge of GascolLaketo reach
Auburn. From there the line continued northward througgveraltiny hamlets to reach Nont
Fair Havenvhich would offera GreatLakes portoutlet for anthracite coal trafficThe Lelgh
Valley took natce of the possibilitiesAs early as 1871t began buying an interest in the line.
Byeingnew marketsfor coaltraffic, it leased the Southern Centrah January 1, 1887

LEHIGH VALLEY PASSENGER STA TION, SAYRE




Owego, NY, above,seenabout 1970 PaulJ. Templeton photo,courtesyJeff Koacs. Below
May 28, 2016. For a number ofars,the Tioga Central, shortlineoperation, ran excursion
trains north from here to Newark Valley. John C. Dahl photo.




FlemingvilleNY¢ Inthe years when ibga Central operated excursion trains, this depot had
been asmall museum. With the demis® the excursiorbusinessit appears tchave gone
quiet. May 28, 2016John C. Dahl photdBelow postcard photo from the late 199@.
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Hemingville, N¥; Anold linesiderailroadphonebox hangs ompposite the depot
May 28,2016 John C. Dahl photo.

Lehnigh-Valley TR Sy
PTUB. BY W Y. SARTON

Newark Vallg, NY¢ A classic photo postcafdom the turn of the 2@ century illustrates the
station and envions.The two buildingat left have been removed and today the area is an
open field.



Newark Valley The stationtodayis a museum for a local historical socie¥jay 28,2016,
John C. Dahl pho.

Berkshire, N¥ Rehabilitated amnl expanded intaise agown offices, the station retainssome
of its historic characterMay 28,2016,John CDahl photo.



Berksh-i?e, N v}ntagepostcard viewTrain time may bémminent
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Richford, NX aclassic water tank sits opposite an equally classic defwe. buildng is no

longer standing.



Richford, NX, Aremnant of the tank foundation still existezh May 28, 2016. John C. Dahl
photo.
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Drden, \t Seenabo»ljtlo, uI J Templeton pHotmurtesyJeff Kovacs.This building is
no longer stading.



Freeville, NY¥ Below: Operator Ken Ri¢gon duty. At Freeville, the former Elira, Cortland &
Northern crossed th&outhern CentralPhoto courtesyJeff Kovacs.

Lehigh Valley RR, Freeville, NY, Auburn Division.
Office Call FV. Opr. Ken Rice, hired 1937, retired 1974.
Photo 1958.

Lehigh Valley R.R. Station, Groton, N.Y.

Groton, NY¢ A vintage postaal view of the wood franed depot.
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Groton, N¥- In use for storage, this weis often blocked by parkembadwaytrailers. Notice
that the tracks have beenuledup. May 282016,John C. Dahl photo.

Locke NY: Nowdemollshedand tradksremoved the Locke depot is sedrrere onOctober 12,
2012 Paul J.Templeton photo,courtesy Jdf Kovacs.
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T = hlé)jg the Shore of Owasco Lake, at tnsenore, nearAubug:@

Ensenore, NY Avintagepostcardhighlights a southbound train alor@wasco LakeBelow:
Near Auburn, N'@nother vintage postcard highliggithe Owasco liet.
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Owascd_akeg Avintage 194@ wintertime view looking north towards Auburn. David
Marcham photo,courtesyJeff KovacsBelow: Tle building sign say@Vykoff Statbng,
however,this is the Owasco Lakmiilding.Note the formerteamtrack path in the forground.
May 28, 2016John C. Dahl photo.
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" Lehigh Valley Depot, Ruburn, N. Y.

Auburn, N, The sibstartial brick and stone headquarters station is seen in a vintage postcard.
Extensive yard tracksa roundhouse and other servicing faeiswere in this area. fie building
isremoved and just about all traces thfe L\RR in Auburn are no mor&ebw: Therailroad?
roundhouwse in Auburn was a classic design. lbdtantil destroyed in a fire a few years ago.
Photo:Hazen Hinman, 1938 tida& Mohawk ValleyChapter, NRHS.
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Cato, N With the tracks gone, it appears the de@use has evolved into that of a

junkyard.Jeff Kovacs photo, June 6, 19'Below:only slightly more attractives this view.
April 25, 1996 Fhoto Paul JTempleton, courtesyJeff Kovas.
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Northwardto North Fair Haven, NWe lackphoto documentationof the remainder of the line.

The book referenced on page@he Gangly Country Cou&ihas much morén the way of
detailedhistoricphoto coverageThe line north of Alburnhas been gone now for dades and
seeking out what remains an archeological endeavas Mother Nature reclaims the right of
way.

Next, we will examine the Aulbo & Ithaca branch.

The branch running west out of Auburn andriing south along the shore of Cayuga Lake to
Ithacacame into being as a small part of tharly Southern Centralyith the majority of the
route from the existingCayuga LakBailroad(later known as the Cayuga Southern Railroad)
whose founder was Henry &lfs. Mr. Wells was a principal of Welfargo Express Compwy, a
local leader and founder of Wells Collegairora, NY became a focal poiat early promoters
of the line. Againthe lure ofcoal traffic provided much of the impetus fiis construction A
few changes in ownershipf the linewould occur througtthe early railroad fever year8y
1890, the Lehigh Valley consolidatésiinterest andacquired the property(Unfortunately,we
lackgoodimages for mnyof the depots along this branch.)
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Union Springs; This depot has beeremodeled into a municigauilding for the villagsince
the late 1990sUndated photdoy Jeff Kovacs.
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Aurora, N, Thedepot is show in its original location alo@gyuga lake. THauilding has since
been raisedn ahighfoundationand rotated90 degreesy a private ownerUndated photo by
JeffKovacs.

NS Lehigh Valley R. R. Station, Aurora, N. Q.




Ludlowville, NX. Smalttown depot charmwas stillpresentwhen this photo was madesadly
this station was demlishedin 1986 Paul J. Templeton photopurtesyJeff Kovas.

Ithaca, N, The statiomat Ithaca is located on the passenger main, and still stands today. It was
redeveloped as a restaurant and after that closed, beeaniank branch.

We will contirue our look at the Auburn Division anfuture Bullgin.
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