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STATIONS AND OTHER STRUCTURES  

OF THE LEHIGH VALLEY RR  
 

Part 10 Upstate New York Branches ς The Auburn Division - 1 
 
Auburn, NY, situated between Rochester and Syracuse, but well south of the New York CentralΩǎ 
Water Level Route mainline, was the headquarters for the Auburn Division of the Lehigh Valley 
Railroad. Encompassing about 430 route miles in total, the division was a collection of lines 
mostly acquired from pre-existing railroads. The branch lines LVRR built or acquired in 
Pennsylvania were typically related to anthracite and other mineral mining. In New York State, 
the lines traversed a bucolic area of small towns, rolling hills with dairy farms and some small-
scale manufacturing. Auburn itself was home to several manufacturing facilities including what 
was once a division of Alco (American Locomotive Company) that made diesel engines for 
marine and other usage. New York CentralΩs ΨAuburn RoadΩ branch which also served the city is 
still in use today by the Finger Lakes Railway. 
 
The lines were acquired as the railroad expanded west and north towards its ultimate goals of 
Buffalo and the Canadian gateway at Suspension Bridge, NY just north of Niagara Falls. Each of 
the branch lines has a rich and diverse history. ς John C. Dahl, January 2023     
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Historical Sketch of the Auburn Division  

Several excellent reference books are available with detailed information about the LVΩs Auburn 
Division.  
 
The Gangly Country Cousin, Herbert V. Trice, Dewitt Historical Society of Tompkins County, 
Ithaca, NY 2004 

Lehigh Valley Memories, David Marcham, Dewitt Historical Society of Tompkins County, Ithaca, 
NY 1998 

The Ups & Downs of a Rural Line, Elmira, Cortland & Northern RR, David Marcham, History 
Center of Tompkins County, Ithaca, NY 2009 

 

Map excerpt: Lehigh Valley RR public timetable, March 17, 1935 

The division can be broken down into its historic components. The north-south route from 
Sayre to Auburn and beyond to North Fair Haven, a port on Lake Ontario, started life as the  
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Historical Sketch - continued 

Southern Central Railroad. The coal docks at North Fair Haven were seen at one time with great 
potential, especially during the heady years of the mid 1890Ωs when the Reading RR controlled 
the Lehigh Valley. Reading was interested in establishing a near monopoly on as much of the 
lucrative coal traffic flowing north out of Pennsylvania it could get its hands on.  
 
Just a few months after the close of the Civil War, in September 1865, a convention held in 
Auburn culminated a nearly three-decade effort to construct a railway from Lake Ontario to the 
Southern Tier of New York. It would take another few years before any rails would be laid. 
Surveys to locate the route, acquiring rights of previously chartered but unbuilt lines, debates 
about what rail gauge to use and sluggish sales of stock subscriptions dogged early efforts. The 
Southern Tier at that point in time was dominated by the Erie Railroad, which utilized a six-foot-
wide gauge, influencing the railroad investment community.  The New York State Legislature 
enacted a town bonding law in 1866 to help spur construction of the Southern Central.  (Town 
bonding would also lead to the building of the New York & Oswego Midland, later known as the 
New York, Ontario & Western, and some other railroads.) In the momentous year 1869, railroad 
fever seemed to break out everywhere in New York State. Perhaps the completion of the 
transcontinental railroad on May 10, 1869 urged this onward.  

From Sayre the line headed northeasterly towards Owego and then ran northward through the 
beautiful valleys of central New York State skirting along the edge of Owasco Lake to reach 
Auburn. From there the line continued northward through several tiny hamlets to reach North 
Fair Haven which would offer a Great Lakes port outlet for anthracite coal traffic. The Lehigh 
Valley took notice of the possibilities. As early as 1871, it began buying an interest in the line. 
Eyeing new markets for coal traffic, it leased the Southern Central on January 1, 1887.   
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Owego, NY ς above, seen about 1970, Paul J. Templeton photo, courtesy Jeff Kovacs.  Below: 
May 28, 2016. For a number of years, the Tioga Central, a shortline operation, ran excursion 
trains north from here to Newark Valley. John C. Dahl photo.   
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Flemingville, NY ς In the years when Tioga Central operated excursion trains, this depot had 
been a small museum. With the demise of the excursion business, it appears to have gone 
quiet. May 28, 2016, John C. Dahl photo.  Below: postcard photo from the late 1990Ωs. 
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Flemingville, NY ς An old lineside railroad phone box hangs on opposite the depot.  
May 28, 2016, John C. Dahl photo.   

 
Newark Valley, NY ς A classic photo postcard from the turn of the 20th century illustrates the 
station and environs. The two buildings at left have been removed and today the area is an 
open field.   
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Newark Valley - The station today is a museum for a local historical society. May 28, 2016,  
John C. Dahl photo. 

  

Berkshire, NY ς Rehabilitated and expanded into use as town offices, the station retains some 
of its historic character.  May 28, 2016, John C. Dahl photo. 
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Berkshire, NY ς vintage postcard view. Train time may be imminent. 
 
 

 
Richford, NY ς a classic water tank sits opposite an equally classic depot. The building is no 
longer standing. 
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Richford, NY ς A remnant of the tank foundation still existed on May 28, 2016. John C. Dahl 
photo. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dryden, NY ς Seen about 1970, Paul J. Templeton photo, courtesy Jeff Kovacs.  This building is 
no longer standing.
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Freeville, NY - Below: Operator Ken Rice is on duty. At Freeville, the former Elmira, Cortland & 
Northern crossed the Southern Central. Photo courtesy Jeff Kovacs. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Groton, NY ς A vintage postcard view of the wood framed depot.  
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Groton, NY - In use for storage, this view is often blocked by parked roadway trailers. Notice 
that the tracks have been pulled up. May 28, 2016, John C. Dahl photo. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Locke, NY ς Now demolished and tracks removed, the Locke depot is seen here on October 12, 
2012. Paul J. Templeton photo, courtesy Jeff Kovacs.  
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Ensenore, NY ς A vintage postcard highlights a southbound train along Owasco Lake. Below: 
Near Auburn, NY another vintage postcard highlights the Owasco Inlet.  
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Owasco Lake ς A vintage 1940Ωs wintertime view looking north towards Auburn. David 
Marcham photo, courtesy Jeff Kovacs.  Below: The building sign says άWykoff Stationέ, 
however, this is the Owasco Lake building. Note the former team track path in the foreground. 
May 28, 2016, John C. Dahl photo.  
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Auburn, NY ς The substantial brick and stone headquarters station is seen in a vintage postcard. 
Extensive yard tracks, a roundhouse and other servicing facilities were in this area. The building 
is removed and just about all traces of the LVRR in Auburn are no more.  Below: The railroadΩs 
roundhouse in Auburn was a classic design. It stood until destroyed in a fire a few years ago. 
Photo: Hazen Hinman, 1938, Utica & Mohawk Valley Chapter, NRHS. 
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Cato, NY ς With the tracks gone, it appears the depotΩs use has devolved into that of a 
junkyard. Jeff Kovacs photo, June 6, 1979.  Below: only slightly more attractive is this view.  
April 25, 1996. Photo Paul J. Templeton, courtesy Jeff Kovacs.   
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Northward to North Fair Haven, NY, we lack photo documentation of the remainder of the line.  
 
The book referenced on page 2, άThe Gangly Country Cousinέ, has much more in the way of 
detailed historic photo coverage. The line north of Auburn has been gone now for decades and 
seeking out what remains is an archeological endeavor as Mother Nature reclaims the right of 
way. 
 
Next, we will examine the Auburn & Ithaca branch.  
 
The branch running west out of Auburn and turning south along the shore of Cayuga Lake to 
Ithaca came into being as a small part of the early Southern Central, with the majority of the 
route from the existing Cayuga Lake Railroad (later known as the Cayuga Southern Railroad) 
whose founder was Henry Wells. Mr. Wells was a principal of Wells-Fargo Express Company, a 
local leader and founder of Wells College. Aurora, NY became a focal point for early promoters 
of the line. Again, the lure of coal traffic provided much of the impetus for its construction. A 
few changes in ownership of the line would occur through the early railroad fever years. By 
1890, the Lehigh Valley consolidated its interest and acquired the property. (Unfortunately, we 
lack good images for many of the depots along this branch.) 

 
  

Union Springs ς This depot has been remodeled into a municipal building for the village since 
the late 1990s. Undated photo by Jeff Kovacs.   
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Aurora, NY ς The depot is show in its original location along Cayuga lake. The building has since 
been raised on a high foundation and rotated 90 degrees by a private owner. Undated photo by 
Jeff Kovacs.  
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Ludlowville, NY ς Small-town depot charm was still present when this photo was made. Sadly 
this station was demolished in 1986. Paul J. Templeton photo, courtesy Jeff Kovacs.  

 
Ithaca, NY ς The station at Ithaca is located on the passenger main, and still stands today. It was 
redeveloped as a restaurant and after that closed, became a bank branch.  
 
We will continue our look at the Auburn Division in a future Bulletin.  


