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A RETURN TO NORTHWESTERN OHIO  

Day 1, June 7, 2023  
Narrative and Photos by Jim Dent  

 
The Railroad Station Historical Society 2023 ConventionΣ ά! wŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ hƘƛƻέ was 
based in Toledo, Ohio from June 7th to June 10th.  The convention was hosted by long-time 
member Mark Camp.  Mark has previously hosted conventions in Toledo in 1988 and in 
Cleveland in 2007.  Twenty-two members attended the four-day convention, and a great time 
was enjoyed by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prior to the first day departure on our charter bus, Mark handed out an impressive 80-page 
guidebook, an Ohio Rail Map, and handouts and maps from some of the upcoming stops.  
aŀǊƪΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜōƻƻƪ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΦ  9ŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΣ ŀfter an early breakfast at 
the hotel, our bus was off to explore the lake plains of the Buckeye State and the many 
railroads and interurban lines that criss-crossed the region. The first stop of the tour was the 
Cincinnati Hamilton & Dayton depot from Weston (above) now relocated to the Wood County 
Fairgrounds in Bowling Green, Ohio.  Weston and Perrysburg are the only remaining CH&D 
depots. 
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The next two stops were both in Carey, Ohio.  The first was at the Big Four depot (Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis, later absorbed into New York Central) built around 1908 and 
now serving as a community center.  Unfortunately, the tracks are gone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nearby in Carey is a small brick cabin built by the Columbus Hocking Valley & Toledo, later part 
of the C&O, known only as Cabin C.  This was at the crossing of the Pittsburgh Akron & Western 
(later Akron, Canton & Youngstown).  The last C&O passenger train was in 1971 and the 
wooden depot was removed in 1981.  However, Cabin C remains in railroad use. 
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The next stop was at the Toledo & Ohio CentrŀƭΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ƎŜƳ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŜǇƻǘ ŀǘ .ǳŎȅǊǳǎΣ hƘƛƻΦ  
Built in 1892, it last saw passenger service in the mid-мфрлΩǎΦ  Wǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿŜǊ ǿŀǎ 
Colsan tower where the T&OC crossed the Pennsylvania RR.  The depot is under a slow 
restoration, and other structures of unknown origin have been moved onto the property. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The very large and partially restored Big Four depot in Galion, Ohio was next.  Opened in 1910, 
the depot served 32 daily trains by 1914. The railroad used the second story as division 
headquarters.  However, dwindling passenger counts and increasing cosǘǎ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇƻǘΩǎ 
closure in 1969. The City of Galion purchased the depot in 2000 and with local groupsΩ support 
has slowly restored the building. 
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{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ DŀƭƛƻƴΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇƻǘ including this 
grave vault manufacturer.  As with so many industries in Ohio, it did not appear to be in 
business anymore. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After lunch was supplied at Galion, the group reboarded the bus for a quick hop to view the Big 
Four depot at Mt. Gilead, Ohio.  The brick depot, built in 1924, was on a short branch off the 
mainline originally built in 1879 as the Mt. Gilead Short Line Railroad.  However, the Big Four 
quickly leased the short line.  The depot now houses municipal offices. 
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Marion, Ohio has been a railfan-mecca for many decades due to its very busy railroad traffic 
and its many diamond crossings.  Our first stop in Marion was at the less well-known Columbus 
Delaware and Marion Railway freight station.  The CD&M was an interurban headquartered in 
Marion and provided service to Columbus and Bucyrus.  It operated from 1904 to 1933.  The 
building now houses a restaurant. 
 

 
 
The next stop was one of the more well-known depots on the tour ς Marion Union Station.   
MUS was built in 1902 by the Hocking Valley RR (later C&O) and was also used by the Big Four 
RR and the Erie RR.  We were treated to a short presentation by one of the members of the 
Marion Union Station Association.  
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In Marion, we also observed first-hand the busy railroad traffic outside, toured the depot inside 
and out as well as climbed the steps up to the relocated (from across the tracks) AC Tower. 
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At one time Kenton, Ohio was served by three railroads and three depots.  Today only the Big 
Four depot, built by the Mad River and Lake Erie in 1882, remains. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Only the tower remains in Dunkirk, Ohio, a crossing of the T&OC ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ twwΦ  Yƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άYƛǊƪέ, 
the tower was built in 1942 after the original wood frame tower was destroyed in a passenger 
train derailment.  The structure is still in railroad use. Depots of the crossing railroads are long 
gone. 
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The final stop of the day was at ¢ƻƭŜŘƻΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀƭΦ  .ǳƛƭǘ by the New York Central 
RR, it opened in September 1950. It was one of the very last mid-sized city stations constructed 
in the United States before the end of private railway passenger services. At that time NYC was 
still very much in the passenger business, as the multiple platforms attest. A look at an early 
1950Ωs timetable shows a rich selection of accommodations. Today only the Lake Shore Limited 
(New York City to Chicago) and the Capitol Limited (Washington, DC to Chicago) make a stop 
daily in each direction.  It was also used by the Chesapeake & Ohio, Baltimore & Ohio, and the 
Wabash RR.   
 
 

Today it still serves Amtrak, Greyhound and 
Barons Bus Lines.  It is currently owned by 
the City of Toledo and Lucas County Port 
Authority.  The original passenger areas on 
the third floor are now used as event 
spaces; the ground floor serves as the 
passenger waiting areas.  In 1995 the City of 
Toledo purchased the building planning to 
prevent the removal of Amtrak service to 
the building.  In 2001 the building was 
renamed Martin Luther King Plaza.   
 
 

 
We will continue the review of the 2023 RSHS tour in the next Bulletin. 
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ROAD TRIP 2021 
Part 2 of 3 

Text and Photos by Dave Osborne  
 

We continue DaveΩs travelog of western Canada railway stations from the 3rd Q Bulletin.  
 

 
Brandon, Manitoba ς Canadian Pacific Railway 
This 1912 building is the third and final station the CPR built in Brandon, the first in 1882, 
second in 1894. Built at street level, one story above the tracks, it is one of very few prairie 
stations on multiple levels. Closed in the mid-19улΩǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ repurposed as a general office 
space and now houses the local immigration services offices.  
 

 
Virden, Manitoba ï Canadian Pacific Railway 

Built in 1900, it is the only railway station in the prairies (so we were told) that is constructed of 

fieldstone. With VIA Rail taking over passenger service, the CPR turned the building over to it 

in 1987. VIA promptly closed the building two years later when it ceased operating on CP rails. 

Designated as a historic site, the depot is now the local museum and tourist centre. 
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ROAD TRIP 2021 - continued 
 

 
Regina, Saskatchewan ς Union Station - Canadian Pacific Railway/Canadian Northern Railway 
This is the fourth station in Regina. The first was built by the CPR in 1886, replaced by the 
second in 1892. The third was the first union station, and the second station was dismantled 
and moved by the CPR to Broadview, Saskatchewan where it saw service until demolished in 
2020. This station was built in 1931, a joint venture of the CPR and CNR. Essentially, it is a 
doubling in size of the third station, with many components of the third station left intact. VIA 
Rail bought the building from the CPR in 1984, closing the building in 1990 when passenger 
service ended in Regina. For a short time, an unsuccessful attempt was made to operate it as a 
wedding/event venue. In 1994 the decision was made to convert it to a casino, and after two 
years of renovations, it opened as Casino Regina in 1996. The exterior was fully preserved, and 
substantial portions of the interior remain original. While the current use of the station may not 
ōŜ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǘŀǎǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ that the casino brings in sufficient funds to keep the 
building in excellent operating condition. 
 

 
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan ï Canadian Pacific Railway 

Built in 1922, it served not only as a passenger station, but also as office space for division staff. 
Turned over to VIA Rail in the mid-19тлΩǎ. It remained in use until 1989 when it was sold for 
repurposing. Declared a historic site in 1991, today the old waiting room operates as a liquor 
store and the office space houses a variety of small companies.  
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ROAD TRIP 2021 - continued 

 
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan ς Canadian National Railways 
Built in 1919, this station would have been difficult to find even for locals. Located on a ½ block 
dead end Stadacona St in Moose Jaw, the building is nowhere near downtown, but is on the still 
operating CNR  tracks. Closed to passengers in the mid-19тлΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ±L! wŀƛƭΣ /b 
continued to use it as a baggage terminal. Today it has been refurbished and houses a variety of 
office uses. 
 

Swift Current, Saskatchewan ς Canadian Pacific Railway 
It is evident that CP has no love left for its 1909 dining room and telegraph building in Swift 
Current. The nearby freight building and what little is left of the station fare no better. The only 
reason these buildings still stand (sort of) is that they are all designated historical sites.  
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ROAD TRIP 2021 - continued 

Medicine Hat, Alberta ς Canadian Pacific Railway 
The first time I saw this station was in 1979. At the time it was a fabulous structure, well 
maintained and the pride of thŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ όŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴύΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ 
this rear view of the station implies it is in reasonable shape, the front of the station has had a 
few less than impressive alterations done clearly showing that CP has no long term use for the 
structure. 

 
Calgary, Alberta ς Canadian Pacific Railway/Royal Canadian Pacific 
I first took this photo as a bit of a lark. After some research I found that this is actually the 
closest Calgary can come to having a passenger railway station (there has been no true rail 
passenger service in Calgary for decades). This photo is of the First St underpass in downtown 
Calgary. The building on the left of the photo is the (ex-CP) Fairmont Palliser Hotel, and the 
building on the right houses the offices of the Rƻȅŀƭ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎΣ /tΩǎ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛve tourist 
train. The bridge is the CP line through downtown Calgary, and as there are more tracks on the 
bridge than are needed by freights, one track has been covered with an atrium as the passenger 
station for the Royal Canadian Pacific.  
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ROAD TRIP 2021 ς continued 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Banff, Alberta ς Canadian Pacific Railway (both photos) 
This is the third station in Banff, built in 1910. The station had a full life serving hundreds of 
thousands of tourists to Banff and Banff National Park until closed by VIA Rail the mid-19улΩǎΦ 
Declared a heritage site in 1991, it has gone through a full reconditioning and operates again as 
a passenger station for the Rocky Mountaineer and the local tourist information center. 
 
DaveΩs review of some western Canada stations will conclude in the 1st Q 2024 Bulletin. 
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SHORT NEWS ITEMS 
 
Green River, WY ς Submitted by Doug Barron 
The 113 year old Union Pacific station faces an uncertain future. The building needs some $2 
million in repairs to make it structurally sound. A report on its future is pending as of 
September 2023. A community center is the hoped for reuse. More information in Railfan & 
Railroad Magazine, September 2023, and photo and extensive detail in Trains November 2023.  
 
Pleasant Lake, IN - Submitted by Doug Barron 
The Fort Wayne Railroad Historical Society has acquired the historic Lake Pleasant station. The 
group operates former Nickel Plate Road steam locomotive no. 765. Built in 1882 for Fort 
Wayne & Jackson RR which later became a part of the New York Central, it is a listed structure 
on the National Register of Historic Places. The group plans to utilize the station for its popular 
excursion operations.  More information in Railfan & Railroad Magazine, October 2023. 
 
Rockingham Junction, NH ς Submitted by Doug Barron 
This station was located where the Boston & Maine mainline crossed the Portsmouth branch 
north of Newfields, NH. Built in 1891, the building will be moved to a new location several 
hundred feet from the original location and full restoration is planned. The exterior has been 
recently repainted in authentic B&M colors. Photo and more details in Railfan & Railroad, 
October 2023.  
 
Flemington Junction, NJ ς Submitted by Jeff Kovacs & Doug Barron 
The former Lehigh Valley depot, constructed in 1880, has been demolished as of February 2023. 
Photo in Railpace Magazine, May 2023.  
 
 
McKeesport, PA ς Submitted by Jeff Kovacs 
A report in the MonValley Independent tells of the sale of the former roundhouse. Assistant 
editor Ted Xakellis adds: άThe Regional Industry Diversity Coalition of Southwestern 
Pennsylvania has sold the roundhouse to W&E Investment LLC for $273,000.έ 
 

 
 
Binghamton, NY ς The former 
Lackawanna RR (DL&W) is seen on 
June 24, 2017. It is hoped that 2025 
will see this city as our base for the 
RSHS tour. John C. Dahl photo. 
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Centre Valley, PA  
by Jeff Kovacs 
 

 
 
The Philadelphia & Reading was one of the classic Anthracite Railroads of the 19th and 20th 
centuries, and during its well heeled years erected hundreds of classic architecturally pleasing 
stations along its myrid of branch lines and mainline whose hub was Philadelphia. The Centre 
Valley station was located on the former North Penn RR (which became ReadingΩs Bethlehem 
Branch) via Lansdale to Hellertown to Bethlehem. (Note: Google Earth maps now shows a blank 
spot today where Station Road crosses the former right of way.)  
 
Pre Conrail the line was heavy with ore trains to Bethlehem Steel, which was closed in 1995. 
Conrail operated steel mill traffic on it for a few years until rehabilitation work was complete on 
the East Penn Line. This is the line via Topton and Alburtis that we toured some of on the RSHS 
2022 Easton, PA tour in August 2022.  
 
The North Penn was downgraded to only local freight, but SEPTA operated two round trips a 
day until 1982. I recollect that the rails were torn out soon after, which is sad as the Bethlehem 
Steel site became a casino and there could have been the potential for plenty of passenger 
traffic back and forth to Philadelphia. The line is now a hiking path.  
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SOME TUNNEL EXPLORING in Perkasie, PA & Wurtsboro, NY  
Photos and information by Robert Grodzicki 
 
The Perkasie, PA tunnel, also known as the Landis Ridge tunnel, was built by the North 
Pennsylvania Railroad, and opened in 1857. Originally 2150 feet long, it was shortened by 25 
feet in 1911. The south portal access is from Vine and 9th Street. The west portal access is from 
3 Mile Run Road and a stone cut. While in town I also walked through the Liberty Bell trolley 
tunnel.  (Editor note: Attendees of the 2022 RSHS Easton, PA tour viewed the Liberty Bell tunnel 
as a drive-by-from-the-bus while in Perkasie. We also visited the former Liberty Bell station. See 
The Bulletin, Nov.-Dec. 2022, pg. 95.) 
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SOME TUNNEL EXPLORING - continued 
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SOME TUNNEL EXPLORING - continued 
 
In Wurtsboro, NY I parked at the Marmakating railroad station (former New York, Ontario & 
Western RR or O&W for short). From here I walked the railroad bed. Crossing route 171, 
passing a concrete shelter, and from here to the tunnel under the Shawangunk mountains to 
the west portal. See map sketch below for details. (Editor note: Bob was ΨguesstimatingΩ the 
tunnel length in his sketch. The length is listed as 3855 feet, which is approximately three-
quarters of a mile.)  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Above: Once common on 
many railroads, precast 
concrete shelters 
protected the companyΩs 
private telephone lines. 
No radios or cell phones 
in those days! 
 
Left: High View, NY was a 
stop on the 2017 RSHS 
tour.  On June 29th, our 
tour group was allowed 
to visit up close the 
former O&W depot, now 
a private home.  John C. 
Dahl photo.


