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A RETURN TO NORTHWESTEHR®
Day1l, June 7, 2023
Narrativeand Photos ly Jim Dent

The Railroad Station Historical Society 2023 Convehtiort |  wS G dzNy (2 whs2 NIi K¢ S 3
based in Toledo, Ohio from Jun€ 6 June 1&. The convention was hosted by lotigne

member MarkCamp Mark has previously hosted conventions in Toledo in 1988 and in

Cleveland in 2007. Twentywo members attended théour-dayconvention,and a great time

was enjoyed by all.

Prior to the first diy departure on our charter buMark handed out animpressive 8tpage

guidebook, an Ohio Rail Map, and handouts and maps from some of the upcoming stops.
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the hotel our bus was off to explorthe lake plains of the Buckeye State and the many

railroads and interurban lines that crissossed the regionThe first stop of the tour wathe

Cincinnati Hamilton & Dayton depot from Westabove)now relocated to the Wood Gmty

Fairgrounds in BowljnGreen, Ohio. Weston and Perrysburg are the aplypaining CH&D

depots.



The next two stops were both in Carey, Ohio. The first was at the Big Four(Gépelad,
Cingnnati, Chicago & St. Louis, latabsorbed intoNew York Cemal) built around 1908nd
now serving as a community center. Unfortunatelye thacks are gone.

Nearby in Carey is a small brick cabin built by the Columbus Hocking Valley & Toledo, later part
of the C&O, known only as Cabin C.sTmsat the crossing of the Pittsburgh Akron & Western
(later Akron, Canton & Youngstowr). The last C&O passengeriravas in 1971 and the

wooden depot was removed in 1981. However, Cabin C remains in railroad use.
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Built in1892,it last saw passenger service in the midbp 1 Q& ® Wdza G G2 GKS y21
Colsan tower where the T&OC crossed the Pennsylvania RR. The depot is under a slow

restoration, and other structures of unknown origin have been moved onto the property.

The very largeand partially restored Big Four depot in Galion, Oligs next Opened in 1910,

the depot served 38ailytrains by 1914The railroad used the sendstory asdivision

headquarters However dwindling passenger counts and increasingicas f SR (G2 GKS
closure in 1969The City of Galion purchased the depot in 2000 and with local géBupport

has slowly restored the building.
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grave vaulimanufacturer As with so many industries in Ohibdid not appear to be in
business anymore.

After lunch was suppd & Galion, the group reboarded the bus for a quick hop to view the Big
Four depot at Mt. Gilead, Ohio. The brick depot, built in 1924, was on a short branch off the
mainlineoriginally built in1879 as the Mt. Gilead Short Line Railroad. Howeter3igFour
quickly leased the short line. The depot now houses municipal offices.
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Marion, Ohio has been a railfanecca for may decades due to its very busy railroad traffic
and its many diamond crossings. Our first stop in Marios at¢he less welknown Columbus
Delaware and Marion Railway freight station. The CD&Mamasterurban headquéered in
Marion and provided service to Columbus and Bucyrus. It operated from 1904 to 1933. The
building now houssga restaurant.

Thenext gop was one of the more weknowndepots on the tourg Marion Union Station.

MUS was built in 1902 by the Hocking Valley RR (later C&0O) and was also used by the Big Four
RR and the Erie RR. We were treated to a short presentation by one of theersof the

Marion Union Statiorssociation.
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In Marion, we also observefirst-hnandthe busy railroad traffioutside,toured the depot inside
and out as well as climbed the steps up to the relocated (facnos thetracks) AC Tower.



At one time Kenton, Ohio was served by three railroads and three depots. Today only the Big
Four depot, built by the Mad River and Lake Eri#8&2,remains

Only the tower remains in Dunkir@hig, a crossing ofthe TRACY R G KS t wwd, Yy 24y
the tower was built in 1942 after the original wood frame tower was destroyed in a passenger

train derailment. The structure is stilh railroad useDepots of the crossing railroads aredp

gone.



The final stop of the daywas &t2 f SR2 Q& / Sy (i NI f by'thg NevyorltCBmMM A y | @
RRjt opened in September 195@.was one of the very lashid-sizedcity stations constructed

in the United States beforthe endof private railway passenger servicés.that time NYC was

still very muchin the passenger busess, a the multiple platformsttest. A look at an early

19508 timetable shows rich selection chccommodationsTodayonlythe Lake Shore Libed

(New York Cityto Chicagoandthe Capitol LimitedWashington, DC to Chicagoakea stop

dailyin each direction.It was also used by theh€sapeake Ohio, Baltimore & Ohio, and the
Wabash RR.

Today it still serves Amtrak, Greyhouawd
Barons Busines. It is currentlyowned by
the City of Toledorad Lucas County Port
Authority. The original passenger areas on
the third floor are now used as event
spacesthe ground floor serves as the
passenger waiting areas. In 1995 the City of
Toledo puchasd the buildingplanning to
prevent the removal of Améak service to

the building. In 2001 the building was
renamed Martin Luther King Plaza.

We will continuethe review of the 2023 RSHS tour in the next Bulletin.



ROAD TRIR021
Part2 of 3
Text ard Phdos by Dawe Osborne

We continueDave travelog of western Canada railway statidram the 39 Q Bulletin

Brandon, Manitobag¢ Canadian Pacific Railway
This 192 building is the third and final station the CPR built in Brandon, therfid2®,
second in 1894Built at street level, one story above the tracks, it is one of very few prairie
stations on multiple levels. Closed inthe miigy 1 Qa A (repKrposed a=Sy&ngral office
space and now houses the local immigration services offices.

Virden, Manitoba i Canadian Pacific Railway
Built in 1900, it is the only railway station in the prairies (sowege told) that is constructed of
fieldstone. With VIARail taking over passenger service, the CPR turned the building aver to
in 1987 VIA promptly closed the building two years later wliteceased operating on CP rails.
Designated aa historicsite, the depot is now the local museum and tourigteen
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ROAD TRIP021- continued
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Regina, SaskatchewanUnion Stdion - Canadian Bcific RailwayCanadian Northern Railway
Thisisthe fourth station in Regina. The first was built by the CPR in 1886, replaced by the
second in 1892. The thindas the fist union station, and the second $tan was dismantled
and moved by the CPR to Bihvew, Saskatchewan where it saw service until demolished in
2020.This station was built in 1931, a joint venture of the CPR and CNR. Essentially, it is a
doubling in sie of the third station, with many coponents of the third statiodeft intact. VIA
Ral bought the building from the CPR in 19&4osing the building in 1990 when passenger
service ended in ReginBor a short time, an unsuccessful attempt was made torafeit as a
wedding/event venue. In 1994 the decision was made to convert it temaand after two
years of renovations, it opeideas Casm Regina in 1996. The exterior was fipligservedand
substantial portions of the interior remain original.Hiké the current use of the station may not
0S (2 SOSNER2yYySQa tlatthegaSito bingsSn sEfRienRiungsSokée A a
building in excellent operating condition.
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Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan Canadian Pacific Railway

Built in 1922, it erved not only as a passenger station, but also as ofpieee for division staff.
Turnedover to VIA Rail in the mitiotr n.® gemained in use wotil 1989 when it was sold for
repurposing. Declared a historic site in 1991, today the old waiting room ogeeest a liquor
store and the office space houses a varigtgmall companies.
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ROADTRIP2021- continued
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Moose Jaw, Sasltehewan¢ Canadian National Railways
Built in 1919 this station would have been difficult to find even for locals. Locatedéblack

dead end Stadacona BtMoose Jaw, the building is nowhere neamaown, but is an the still

operating CNRracks.Closed to passengeisthe mid19r 1 Q& A GK (GKS | RSyl 2
continued to use it as a baggage terminal. Today it has befeinkxished and houses a variety of

office uses

Swift Current, Saskatchewagq Canadian Racific Railway

It is evident that CP has no love left ftr 1909dining room and telegraph buildirig Swift
Current The nearbyreight building and what littlés left of the station fareo better. The only
reason these buildings still stansbft of) is that they are all designated historical sites.
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ROAD TRIP0O21- continued

Medicine Hat, Albertag Canadian Pacific Railway
The first time | saw this statiomas in 1979. At the tim& was a fabulous structure, well

maintained and the pridefthS O2 YYdzyAG & 0S@Sy (K2dzaAK Al gl ayc
this rear view of the station implies it is in reasonable shape, the front of the station has had a

few less than impressivetalations done clearly showing that CP has no long ternfarsihe

structure.
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Calgary, Albeta ¢ Canadian Pacific Railway/Royal Canadian Pacific

| first took this photo as a bit of a lark. After some research | found thatdlaistually the

closest Calgary can come to having a passenger radiaign (therehas keen notrue rail

passenger servida Calgary for decades). This photo is of the First St underpass in downtown

Calgary. The building on the left of the photo is (e CP) Fairmont Palliser téh and the

building on the right houses the officestae R € I £ [/ | Y| RAI Y veto@igtFA O /t Q
train. The bridge is the CP line through downtown Calgary, and as there are more tracks on the
bridge than are needed Hyeights, one track has been covered with an atrium as the passenger

station for theRoyd Canadian Pacific.
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ROAD TRIP021¢ continued

Banff, Albertag Canadian BRcific Railway(both photos)

This is the third station in Banff, built in 1910€eTdtation had a full life seing hundreds of
thousands of tourists to Banff and Baiatonal Park until closed by VIA Railthe i@y n Q a @
Dechred a heritage site in 1991, it has gone through a full reconditioning and operates again as
a passenger statiofor the Rocky Mountaineand the local tourist information ceat.

Dave review ofsomewesternCanadastationswill concludein the 15t Q 2024 Bulletin.
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SHORT NEWS ITEMS

Green River, W¢ Submittedby Doug Barron

Thel1l3 yeamld Union Pacifistationfaces an uncertain future. The building needs some $2
million inrepairs to make it structurally sound. A report on its future is pendisQf
September 2023A community centersithe hoped forreuse More information in Railfai&
Railroad Magazine, Septemhigd23 and photo and extensive detail in Trains Novemd®3.

Pleasantake, IN Submittedby Doug Barron

The Fort Wayne Railroad Historical Society has acquired the hisittedPleasanstation. The
group operates forrar Nickel Plate Road steantbmotive no. 765Buit in 1882 for Fort

Wayne & JacksoRR which late became a part of the New York Central, it is a listed structure
onthe National Register of Historic Places. The group plans to utilize the stationdopit&r
excursion operations. More information in Railfan & Railroad Magazine, ©cB3.

Rockngham Junction, Nk Submittedby Doug Barron

This station was located whetke Boston & Mainemainline crossed the Portsmouth branch
north of Newfields, . Built in 1891, the building will be moved to a new location several
hundred feetfrom the original locatiorand full restaation is plannedThe exteriohas been
recently repanted in authentic B&M colors. Photo and more details in Railfan & Railroad,
October 2023.

Flemington dnction, NX, Submittedby Jeff Kovacs & Doug Barron
Theformer Lehigh Valley depot, constructed in 188@s been demolished as of February 2023.
Photo in Railpace Magazine, May 2023.

McKeesport, P4 Submittedby Jeff Kovacs

A report in the MoWalley Independent tells @he sale of the former roundhous@éssistant
editor Ted Xakellis addéThe Regional Industry Diversity Coalition of Southwestern
Pennsylvania has sold the roundhouse to W&E Investment LLC for $2%3,000.

Binghamton, N¥ Theformer
Lackawanna RR (DL&W) is sean
June 24, 2017t is hoped that 202
will see this city as our base for the
RSHS tour. John C. Dahl photo.
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Centre Valley, PA
by Jeff Kovacs

-~ . Yo
P. & R. STATION, Centre Valley, Pa.

ThePhiladelpla & Readingvasone ofthe classidAnthracite Railroad®f the 1&h and 2"
centuries andduring its well heeled years erectétindreds of classic architecturally pleasing
stations along its myrid of branch lines and mainlivieose hub was Philadelphiahe Gentre
Valleystation waslocatedon theformer North Penn RRyhich becameéreadin@ Bethlehem
Branch) \a Lansdale to Hellertown to BethleherfiNote: Google Earth magnow shows a blank
spottodaywhere Station Road crosses tfeemer right of way)

Pre @nrailthe line was heavy with ore trains to Bethlehem Steel, whi@sclosed in 1995
Conrailoperatedsteel milltraffic on it for a few years until rehdtiation work was complete on
the East Penn Lindhis ighe line via Topton and Albusthat we toured some obn the RHS
2022Easton PAtour in August2022

TheNorth Pennwas downgradedd only localfreight, but SEPTA operated two round trips a
day untl 1982. | recollect that the rails were torn osbon after which is sad sthe Betlehem
Steelsite becamea casiio and therecould have been the potential f@lenty o passenger
traffic back and forth to Phédelphia The line is now a hilgpath.
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SOMETUNNEIEXPLORINI(@ Perkasie, PA & Wurtsboro, NY
Photos and informatioty RobertGrodzicki

The Perkas, PAtunnel, alsoknown as the Landis Ridge tunnel, was built by the North
Pennsylvania Railroad, and opened in 1857. Originally 2150 feet long, it was shortened by 25
feetin 1911. The south portal access is from Vine dh8t&et. Thewest portal acess isifom

3 Mile Run Roa@nd a stone cut. Whileitown lalsowalkedthroughthe Liberty Bell trolley
tunnel. (Editor note: Attendees of the022 RSHS Easton, PA teigwedthe Liberty Bell tunnel

as a driveby-from-the-buswhile in PerkasieWe alsovisitedthe formerLiberty Belktation. See
The Bulletin, NovDec. 2022, pg. 9b

1ela.2022 PERKASIE PA. TUNNEL W.PORTAL ¢
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SOMETUNNEIEXPLORIN&ontinued

11114:2022. PERKASIE PA, TUNNEL INSIDE FROM Se PORTAL

@ 577 ST JAN\.ZS,I900-\SEPT.3OJ9

l1~14-2022 PERHASIE PA. E.PCRTAL LIBERTY BELL TROLLEY TunNEL
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SOMETUNNEIEXPLORIN&ontinued

In Wurtsboro, NY | parked at the Marmakatireglroad station (former New York, Ontario &
WesternRRor O&W for shor). From here | walked theilroad bed. Crossing route 1,71
passing a concrete shefteand from here to the tunnel under the Shawangunk mountains to
the west portal.See ma sketchbelowfor detaik. (Editornote: Bob wasguesstimatin@he
tunnel length in his sketch. The length isdistas 3855 feetwhichis approxmatelythree-

guartersof amile.)

WUVUINIDBRY MU JYi0, UN PAIN TU JUNVEL
Y o BF T o

S14.

i /&‘E'."IAKAUNG R
V%,

By 1 . ["'F-W.
2,

X
N SKETCH ONLy
N NOT TO SCALE

Tunner APRox. 9/, OF Mite LanG?

: = ATLAS &
N.Y. STATE ATLRS & GAZETTEER 1991 Maess 8:233:2022 (8 SIDED PRE Cagt (onCReTE SHELTER

Above:Once commoron
many railroadsprecast
concreteshelters
protected the compan§
private telephondines.
Noradios orcell phones
in those days!

Left: HighView, NYwas a
stop on the2017 RSHS
tour. OnJune 29, our
tour group was allowed
to visit up close the
former O&W depot, now
a privatehome. John C.

Dahl photo.
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