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A RETURN TRORTHWESTERN OHIO
Day?2, June8, 223
Narrativeand Photos bylim Dent

The second day of the convention, Thursday Jihestarted with a visit to the Toledo St Louis
& Kansas City, later Nickel Plate, depot in Waterville, Ohio. Later the degaised as a ticket
office for the Bluebird Special tourist line.




Also in Waterville is the Ohio Electric Railway bridge crossing the Maumee River. Built in 1908
by The National Bridge Co. of Indianapolis, it was abandoned by the Cincinnati & Lake Erie
Railway in 1937 and briefly served as a road bridge during WWII. Disused since, it is scheduled
for demolition.
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in the 1890s itontinued in passenger service until 1959. The Norfolk & Western continued

using the building until 1984. Subsequently it was moved and restored and now houses a local
historical society. While the shadows and the unfortunafglgced power line pole made it

difficult to photographit is still a beautiful depot.
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Unfortunately, the earlier Lake Sheo& Michigan Southern wood frame depot is completely
fenced off and not photographable. The 1896 replacement brick depot, built to New York

Central Railroad plans and still in railroad use, while photographable, is quickly deteriorating.

The Toledo & Indiana Railway depofialta opened in 1906. The second floor housed the
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the last interurban car pulled away. Later it became offices for the local utility company.
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Wauseon, Ohio also has an existing Toledo & Indiana Railwasttwodepotg albeit a little

fancier with its red brick and roof decorations. Opened in 1904 the depot had second floor
offices like Delta. For many years after its closing, it was used by a hardware/electrical supply
company.

The Lake Shore & Michigan Southern depot, like the one in Delta, was another replacement
depot dating to 1896. Passenger service ended in the 1950s. After the city bought it and used
it for storage it was restored by the Fulton County Historical Society and reopened as a
museum in 1975.




The next depot was photographed from inside the bus as we passed by on the adjacent
highway. The Archbold Sauder Village is an historical village attraction near Archbold, Ohio.
The restored 1901 Wabash depot from nearby Elmira is part of the historical village. The depot
closed in 1965 and was acquired by the village in 1971.




Stryker, like Delta and Wauseon, still has its 1896 Lake Shore & Michigan Southern brick depot.
Now it houses a community center/museum.




Bryan, Ohio stikerves as an Amtrak stop on the former Lake Shore & Michigan Southern
Railroad (later New York Central RR). However, the LS&MS passenger depot dating to 1867
now serves as gestaurantbar known as the Third Rail Saloon. Naturally we stopped here for
lunch.




Close to the LS&MS passenger depot in Byran is a former New York Central RR freight depot still
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The interurban Toledo & Western Railway reached Fayette, Ohio in 1902. The brick depot, now
housing the local fire and rescue, replaced an earlier frame structure. The Toledo & Western

and its successors ceased operations by 1936.
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The next four stops were all twstory depots of the previouslgoted interurban Toledo &
Western Railway. First of the series was in Morenci, Michigan, just northwest of Fayette. Now
an ice cream standt provided a short respite for some members.

Above:EricStahl ignores the photographers as he orders his ice cream in Morenci, Ml

The next in the series was in Lyons, Qhaw a museum operated by the local historical
society. Note the brick freight dep

ot built onto the baclg of the structure.
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The final example of the twstory Toledo & Western depot was in Blissfield, Michigan.

Also in Blissfield is an 18Zake Shore & Michigan Southern depot relocated from Deerfield,
Michigan. Today the depot is used by the local historical society.
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Final stop of the day was at the Sylvania Heritage Village in Sylvania, Ohio. The village includes

the relocated Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Sylvania deguthdates to at least 1868 and
may be older. Also on site is a replica Toledo & Westerrstalb carbarn housing an original

T&W freight locomotiveDay 3 of the Toledo tour walppearin the Q2 2024 Bulletin.
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